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influenced in their retention of this decent ceremony after consecration, as a project against the elevation of the host, of the "gazing*' at the Sacrament.
COUNCILS. General or oecumenical councils, or synods, are assemblies of Bishops from all parts of the Church, to determine some weighty controversies of faith or discipline. Of such councils the catholic or universal Church has never received or approved more than six, although the Romish Church acknowledges several others. This is one of the many instances in which the Romish Church is at variance with the Catholic Church. The first is the Council of Nice, which was convened by the Emperor Constantino, A.D. 325, to terminate the controversy raised by Arius, Presbyter of Alexandria, who denied the Divinity of the SON of GOD, maintaining that he was a creature brought forth from nothing, and susceptible of vice and virtue. The council condemned his doctrine as heretical, and declared the faith of the Church in that celebrated creed called the Nicene Creed, which is repeated by us in the Communion Service, and which has, ever since its promulgation, been received and venerated by the universal Church, and even by many sects and heresies. This council also made several regulations in matters of discipline. The second general council was that of Constantinople, assembled by the Emperor Theodosius the Elder, in 381, to appease the troubles of the East. The heresy of Macedonius, who blasphemously taught that,the HOLT GHOST was a creature, was herein anathematized, and the Nicene Creed was enlarged by some passages concerning the orthodox doctrine of the Incarnation, and of the real Divinity of the HOLY GHOST. The third general council was assembled at Ephesus, A.D. 434, by the Emperor Theodosius the Younger, to determine the controversy raised by Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, which declaimed against the title of Theo-tokos, Mother of GOD, which the Church had long applied to the mother of HIM who was both GOD and man ; and taught that the Son of Man, and GOD the WORD, were different persons, connected only by a moral or apparent union; contrary to the Scripture which declared that " the WORD was made flesh and dwelt among us, " and that God "purchased the Church with His own Blood/"